CSIE disability awareness workshops for pupils (Sunderland, July 2015)

Session 1 No feedback; slips were not returned
Session 2 
Questions:

· Do disabled people want people to take notice of their disability or ignore it? Because I have known people moan about being ignored but also moan about people making a fuss.
Everyone is different, and even the same person may have different needs at different times.  I think most disabled people would want others to notice their impairment and acknowledge it, i.e. make reasonable adjustments, without making a fuss.

· Is dyspraxia physical or mental disorder? 
What a great question!  Dyspraxia is a difficulty with motor co-ordination and it happens when messages from the brain are disrupted as they are transmitted to the body.  This means that there is a physical as well as a mental element to it.  I would not get too worried about which category to fit it in.  Sometimes the categories we create can be problematic (whether a tomato is a fruit or a vegetable is another example of how categories are not always helpful).  
Feedback: (helpful: 17, no response: 1, total: 18)
Helpful because...
1. It taught me a lot because of the disabled law.

2. I learnt some new words and the meaning of them. How disabled people are treated.

3. It showed the difference between people’s perceptions and the reality.

4. I think it is helpful because people are helping disabilities.

5. I found it helpful because I have learnt things about disabilities.

6. I have learnt a lot of things about disabled people that I didn’t know before.

7. I have learnt something new.

8. It helped me look at how disabled people are treated.

9. I never realised disabled people were treated with less respect.

10. It showed what amazing/inspiring things disabled people can do.

11. I understand more about disability.

12. I have more of an understanding of what disabled is.

13. I got to watch video of a disabled person talk about their disability so it was more personal.

14. My nana is disabled.

15. I learnt new things about disability.

16. It has made me more aware of how disabled people feel when they are put one side in society.

17. It helped me learn new disabilities.
Session 3
Questions:

· Can you catch Down syndrome?

No, the condition cannot be transferred from one person to another!  Down Syndrome is a congenital condition, which means it is something you are born with. It has to do with a person’s genetic makeup (the way their chromosomes are made up).
· Does spelling dyslexia make you disabled?

If having dyslexia has a substantial and long-term negative effect on a person’s ability to do normal daily activities, then the Equality Act protects them from harassment and discrimination (among other things).  It is up to each person to decide whether they identify as disabled or not.
Feedback: (helpful: 14, total: 14)

Helpful because...

1. It makes me feel lucky.

2. I learned about new things which make you disabled.

3. I have learnt what the term hemiplegic means.

4. Helpful because they are the same as us.

5. I have learnt about disabilities and learnt words I did not know.

6. I have learnt about disabled people. Everyone is equal, therefore everyone should be treated equally.

7. I now understand that disabled people are just the same as everyone else and that they are equal.

8. I found out lots of things.

9. It learned me more about disabled people.

10. I have learned about disabilities.

11. It made me think of disability in a different way.

12. It changes your own perspective on everyone. On humanity and equality.

13. I have had a different perspective towards disabilities.

14. I have been able to understand other disabilities.

Session 4 
Questions:

None

Feedback: (helpful: 18, total: 18)

Helpful because...

1. It is good to know what people go through and how to avoid offending people.

2. It was very interesting and informative.

3. It has showed me different points of view on people who are disabled.

4. It shows that whether you are disabled or not everyone is the same.

5. You find out information about disabilities and people which I did not know.

6. It makes you realise what people actually go through and feel.

7. Now I understand more about people with disabilities.

8. It made me understand more about disabilities.

9. It showed me that not every disabled person wants to be “normal”.
10. It helps me understand other people.

11. Very insightful session, raised some questions and points that should be reflected on.

12. Disabled people are able to do the same things as able people.

13. It shows how they can still be a valued member in society and is not all sad.
14. It has taught me how disabled people are treated.

15. I have gained a better understanding of disability and how people are treated in society.

16. I found out that disabled people get treated differently just by the way they look or act.

17. I now understand what people who are impaired must go through.

18. It shows that even if you are disabled, you don’t do anything different than anyone else.

Session 5 
Questions:

· Don’t we need to question / lay more emphasis on the ‘mental health “disability” too?
Yes absolutely we do!  Greater understanding is needed here too.

Feedback: (helpful: 22, no response: 1, total: 23)

Helpful because...

1. I was not aware of all the conditions.

2. I would know what would happen to me if I became disabled.

3. I learnt stories about other disabled people.

4. I learnt a lot more about people who are disabled but can make a big difference to our world.

5. I know not pity anyone with disabilities.

6. I understand how disabled people feel.

7. It helped me understand disability from a different angle.

8. I have been shown to look at things from new perspectives to see the true meaning.

9. I have learnt that even if people have differences you should not judge their ability to do things.

10. It has given me an idea of how people with disabilities have coped.

11. I am more aware of disabilities and the most respectful ways to treat disabled people.

12. It allowed me to hear another perspective on an important issue and gave me some great case studies to use in my RE exams.

13. I was able to see disability from a disabled or impaired person’s perspective.

14. It has helped me see a different side to disabled people and help to understand how they feel.

15. I have been able to understand more about disabled people.

16. It’s teached [sic] me how to treat people with a disability.

17. It has showed me to not take pity just because people are different.

18. I can now understand more about people with disabilities, more than I did before.

19. I have learnt more about disability and impairments.

20. I now know how disabled people feel about it when you feel sorry for them.

21. I can understand that disabled people are no different than us.

22. It was very informative due to the personal stories and the issue of perspective with the frog/horse and artist picture.
23. Unsure because it did not affect my life massively.
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